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COURSE OBJECTIVES 


This course is designed for students wishing to fulfil their Political Theory requirement for their degree in Political Science. It is a survey of original and secondary literature written in and about the modern era of political thought, focused on the idea of property. What one author calls “the ubiquity of property rights” has become the main point of departure in a debate about governance, institution building, public policy and political economy in the Western political world. Through a close reading of a number of  excerpted texts and commentaries we will debate the virtues of the public and private use of land, goods and services and people as property.


This course also conatins a Community Service Learning component for 10 students who wish to engage in activity outside the classroom that is of benefit to a community agency. In this case, students are invited to participate in the food and agriculture learning environment provided to students of the Little Lion’s Waldorf daycares here in Thunder Bay. Students will be required to complete and document 20 hours of service and prepare a report on the political thought of Rudolf Steiner, whose theories on land use form one of the pillars of the Waldorf pedagogical method.

COURSE FORMAT AND REQUIREMENTS 

The format for this course will be twice weekly lectures and student presentations.
LEARNER OUTCOMES – Students in this course, upon completion, should be able to:
· exhibit generalist and specialist knowledge of the theories of political science. 

· critically assess challenges that are transforming the public and corporate sectors as well as civil society. 

· exhibit a working knowledge of local and global political and economic practices, policies and institutions. 

· demonstrate an understanding of the dynamics and needs of a globalized and increasingly knowledge-based society and marketplace. 

· draw similarities and differences between, and argue relative merits of, group versus individualistic approaches to political issues, problems, conditions and situations. 

· be depended upon to successfully plan for and solve problems and resolve issues in efficient and democratic manner. 

· express self verbally in understandable, thorough ways that are useful .

· usually state ideas and describe conditions in down-to-earth, understandable terms. 

· almost always show insight into basic, descriptive and complex, analytical levels of discussion and the relation between and among them. 

GRADING 

Written Assignment ……………………..25%


Each student is responsible for the completion of a critical comparative essay using only two articles or Chapters from the required texts. The assignment will be 8-10 pages in length (11 point font and double-spaced) and will be due on in class on November 19. Late assignmnets will have 2% deducted per day. A separate style sheet for the assignmet will be handed out in the second week of class.
Class Presentation………………………  15%


Each student is responsible for a 15 minute presentation of their work. These timed presentations shall consist of an overview of the arguments of each of the two articles or Chapters under consideration for the written assignment. A separate format sheet and schedule for these presentations will be handed out in the second week of class.

Mid-Term Examination………………….20%


An examination will be held in class on Wednesday, October 15 and will consist of a choice of 2 of 5 essay questions related to the lectures and reading material.
Final Examination………………………..40%

A final examination will be scheduled by the Instructor.

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Anderson, Terry L. and Fred McChesney. Property Rights: Cooperation, Conflict and 

the Law. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003.

Brace, Linda The Politics of Property. New York: Palgreave-Macmillan, 2004.

COURSE SCHEDULE :TOPICS AND READINGS 

September 8-10   Introduction to Property Theory



Reading: Brace  Chapter 1:” Race, Gender and Class”

West “Property Rights in the History of Economic Thought: From Locke to J.S. Mill” in Property Rights pp. 20-43.

September 15-17 Property Rights 

Reading: Brace  Chapter 2: “Locke and Winstanley: Land and Labour”

Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hill “The Evolution of Property Rights” in Property Rights pp.118-141.

September 22-24 Property and Identity



Reading: Brace  Chapter 3:”Godwin and Bentham: The Shadow of Slavery and Sweat”

Eggertsson, Thraiin. “Open Access versus Common Property” in Property Rights pp. 73- 89.

September 29-October 1 Property, Civil Society and Capitalism

Reading: Brace  Chapter 4:”Hegel and Marx: Civil and Human Society”

 Barzel, Yoram. “Property Rights in the Firm” in Property Rights. pp.43-58.

October  6-8 Property and Liberalism
Reading: Brace  Chapter 5:”Liberalism”

De Alessi, Louis. “Gains from Private Property: The Empirical Evidence” in Property Rights. pp.90-112.

October  15 – In class Mid Term Examination

October 20-22 Property and Socialism
Reading: Brace  Chapter 6 “Socialism”

Haddock, David D. “Force, Threat, Negotiation: The Private Enforcement of     Rights”  in Property Rights. pp. 168-194.

October 27-29 Property and Conservatism
Reading: Brace  Chapter 7 “Conservatism”

Libecap, Gary D. “Contracting for Property Rights” in Property Rights. pp.142-167.

November 3-5 Property as Freedom
Reading: Brace  Chapter 8” Slaveries and Property: Freedom and Belonging”

Fischel, William A. “Public Goods and Property Rights: Of Coase, Tiebout and Just Compensation” in Property Rights. pp. 343-364.

November 10-12 Gender and Property
Reading: Brace  Chapter 9 “Gender and Property: Mothers of Pearl”

McChesney, Fred S. “Government as Definer of Property Rights: Tragedy Exiting the Commons?” in Property Rights. pp.227-254.

November 17-19 First Possession, Property and Colonialism
Reading: Brace  Chapter 10 “Lost Lands: Property and Postcolonialism”

Lueck, Dean. “First Possession as the Basis of Property” in Property Rights. pp. 200-226.

November 24-26 Property and the Future of Land
Reading: Berry, Wendell. “The Unsettling of America” in The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry ed. Norman Wirzba. pp. 35-46. (on reserve)

Modern Political Thought

Community Service Learning

Agreement Form

This form needs to be completed and signed by the student, the Instructor and the agency  supervisor by September 10, 2008 

	CSL Project Name
	LITTLE LION’S LEARNING ASSISTANT

	Student Name:


	

	Student Contact Information: 
	Phone:

Email:

	Host Organization: 
	Little Lion’s Daycare

	Project Supervisor: 
	Marilyn Grudniski

	Project Supervisor Contact Information:
	211 Clarke St 
Thunder Bay, ON , P7A2M1 

(807) 344-2283 
(807) 344-4252 Fax 

wanderingspirit00@yahoo.com

	Project Start Date:
	September 2008

	Project End Date:
	December 2008

	Total estimated # of hours
	20 (10 students x 20 hours = 200 hours)

	Estimated # of hours/week:
	4 

	Project Deliverables  
	1. 5 x 4 hour sessions in one of the Little Lion’s Daycare operations – preparing meals, working with cooks and children.

2. Preparation of a “Project Diary” to catalogue and evaluate CSL experiences.

3. Preparation of a 8-10 page “Article Summary” on the work of Rudolf Steiner.

4. Preparation of a “Information Sheet” to be used to promote the Little Lion’s Daycare philosophy and operation.


The objective(s) of this Service Learning Project is (are):

· To familiarize students with the philosophy of the Little Lion’s Daycare program.

· To provide students with an opportunity to offer community service through the Little Lion’s Daycare operation.

· To help students to become aware of the value of “experiential learning” and “food preparation” for daycare aged learners.

The benefit of this project to the organization and the community is: 

· Little Lion’s Daycare will benefit from having ten students work in their operation.

· The community of learners at the daycare operations will benefit from interaction with university level students

· The community of Thunder Bay will learn more about the benefits of the Little Lion’s Daycare philosophy.
The student’s primary responsibilities and duties will be:

· 5 x 4 hour sessions in one of the Little Lion’s Daycare operations – preparing meals, working with cooks and children.

· Preparation of a “Project Diary” to catalogue and evaluate CSL experiences.

· Preparation of a 5-7 page “Article Summary” on the work of Rudolf Steiner.

· Preparation of a “Information Sheet” to be used to promote the Little Lion’s Daycare philosophy and operation.
As a service learner, your responsibilities are to:

1. Fulfil your agreement as to your duties, hours, and responsibilities to the best of your ability. 

2. Attend and participate in all necessary meetings with your supervisor and notify them of any concerns about the placement. 

3. Ensure confidentiality of any information attained in this placement.

4. Be professional- punctual, polite, and respectful of agencies’ policies, rules, and regulations.

Responsibilities of the Project Supervisor

1. Orientation of the student to the organization and work site, ensuring that the student understands any safety concerns.

2. Provide regular and ongoing direction, communication, and feedback for the student so the student can complete the project successfully.

3. Provide the resources noted above that are needed for the project.

4. Work with the Instructor to provide an evaluation of the students’ performance in the CSL activity.

Responsibilities of the Instructor
1. Ensure the student and the host organization understand and approve of the nature of the work to be undertaken in the project

2. Serve as a liaison among these parties; will offer advice on best practices in Community Service-Learning and assist in overcoming any difficulties throughout the project.

3. Where possible, access university resources to assist the student or organization to ensure successful completion of the project.

I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.

______________________________


___________________

Student 







Date

I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.

______________________________


___________________

Project Supervisor





Date

I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.

______________________________


___________________

Instructor


 



Date
